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Wednesday 20 January 
 The first leg involved a flight at 6{30 PM to Dallas on Southwest Airlines to meet Karl Rathjan who was 
one of the main organizers of this trip to Haiti. I had planned to wait there at the airport for Dr David McNeely who 
was arriving an hour later on a Southwest flight from New York. David was one of the individuals that I met on my 
first trip to Haiti 15 years ago. His background is that he is a pediatrician but has a Master of Public health degree 
as well. For over 20 years he held various positions in Haiti serving as the director of both Hopital St. Croix in 
Leogane and Ecole St Vincents in Port au Prince (PaP). He is married to a very elegant Haitian woman.  He 
desperately needed to go to Haiti to help his friends at the central offices of the Episcopal Dioceses get on their 
feet again. The Cathedral and housing for the priests and sisters had all been destroyed. Also, since all of the 
banks were closed, they were out of money.  
 Karl arrived soon and drove me and another couple from San Antonio to his house. Karl is a pediatric 
orthopedic surgeon who is on the staff at the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital (TSRH). Karl and Carolyn have two 
lovely children who were there to greet us as well. Karl grew up in Highland Park, Texas.  
 Soon after we arrived at Karlôs house we had to return to Love Field to pick up David. On returning to their 
house, I took advantage of the time in which we would be waiting for the other team members to arrive to take a 
short nap. I awoke when others had arrived and started to enjoy the great feast that the Rathjens had prepared. 
Some of the other team members who were arriving to their house included: 
 Terry Mahyabo who maintains all of the medical equipment at TSRH. Because he was originally from the 
Congo, he was fluent in French. 
  The Reverend Troy Little was a close friend of the Rathjens and a Presbyterian minister from Albany, 
Texas. He was to serve as the spiritual advisor for the team. He brought with him little cards with Bible verses to 
inspire the team members in their work each day. One verse that seemed very appropriate for the earthquake 
situation was:  

Psalm 62:6 ñHe alone is my rock and salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shakenò 
 

   
 
 
 
Thursday 21 January  

About 12:30 AM on Thursday we all piled into cars and vans to travel to the Alliance Airport which is 
northwest of Fort Worth. It serves primarily as a center for sending and receiving cargo to and from the DFW 
area. FedEx has a big presence there. We drove directly to the hangar of the charter company that owned the 
Boeing 737 jet plane in which we were to fly directly to PaP. Here the final team was assembled. There were 25 

Left: Karl and 
Carolyn Rathjan 
Right: Reverend 
Troy little leading 
the group in a 
word of prayer. 
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passengers on the plane going to PaP.  Four of the individuals that participated in the outgoing passenger list 
were return to Dallas after a stopover to refuel in Miami to refuel. 

   
 

 
 
 The plane left promptly for its direct 3 ½ hour flight to PaP. The US Military had assumed control of the 
airport and had set up very rigid rules. Thus, our plane had to arrive promptly at our designated time, 07:30 AM. 
Following the earthquake, the original control tower and all its communication equipment were non-functional. Our 
plane had to be unloaded and back in the air by 12:30PM to make way for other teams trying to unload their 
mercy cargos .Another passenger was added to the return passenger list. This was Emmanuel  the son of Louis 
Mars who is a dear Haitian friend of Jack Wilhome. He was to accompany them only to Miami. 
  All commercial flights to and from PaP had ceased. In addition to the many planes bringing in the various 
mercy teams, the US Air Force was constantly landing large the C-4 and C 141 cargo planes. We had to first 
unload the cargo from our plane to the edge of the tarmac where the planes were parked. Then we had to reload 
our cargo into two large trucks, a school bus and a large van.  The original truck that had been arranged to 
transfer the cargo turned out to be insufficient for the large amount of cargo CURE had brought for the project. 
David Mc Neely was very helpful in this regard as he arranged for some of his friends from the Episcopal Diocese 
to bring a large open stake truck and a covered pick-up truck to help transfer the material that we were to take to 
the initial hospital.  

    
 

   
 
 
 
 

Left: Team members getting acquainted in the departure lounge. Right:  The 737 
jet that carried the team directly to the PaP Airport. 
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 From the airport we progressed as a five-vehicle caravan to the Hopital de la Comunitie Haitien (HCH) in 
Petion-ville where Scott Nelson and his team had established an orthopedic surgical treatment program. That 
hospital had very little damage and was able to run three operating rooms right after the earthquake. There were 
many other teams there providing other types of medical and surgical care to the earthquake victims. It took our 
caravan close to two hours to reach the hospital. There was a lot of traffic in PaP. I felt that the inhabitants of PaP 
were recovering from the shock and fear of the initial earthquake. It appeared that the street vendors seen 
typically in the commercial scene in PaP were back on the street with business as usual. 
 The destruction   Driving through the city, we could see the damage that the earthquake had created. It 
was very scattered. There were some buildings that had completely collapsed next to ones that were intact. One 
formed the opinion that those most affected were the buildings which had been constructed poorly. The city 
streets had been cleared of all the debris. We did not see any bodies in the streets. Many temporary tent cities 
had been established as the citizens were afraid to stay in their previous dwellings. 

  
 

The scene at the PaP Airport Thursday AM.  
Top:  Some of the planes and their support 

crews parked beside the runway. This area is 
usually empty during normal times. 

Bottom: The CURE caravan of two SUVs, two 
trucks and a School bus starting out for the 
hospital in Petion-Ville. 

Unloading the cargo.  Upper Left: The left front of the plane was opened to expose the contained cargo. Upper 
Center: An unloading platform was then driven up to the open cargo space. Upper Right: Once the cargo was 
unloaded, the platform was then driven away and lowered so the cargo could be stacked at the side of the tarmac. 
Lower Left Some of the first cargo was on pallets and could be unloaded by a front loading tractor to be stacked on 
the tarmac. Lower Central: The cargo stacked on the tarmac then had to be reloaded onto a covered truck. Lower 
Right: A small private jet is overpowered in size by the gigantic C-5 and C-141 United States Air Force Cargo Jets.  


